
Welcome to worship at  
New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 16, 2024 

 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the 
birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life.  We’d 
expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of 
God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed.  It’s not the 
way we expect divine activity to look.  Yet the tree of life is 
here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into 
which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that 
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share.  It may not 
appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it 
grows with a power beyond our understanding. 
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Nikki Young, supply pastor 
Patricia Nyce, director of music ministry 
Lindsey Waltermyer, Grace band leader 

We love our neighbors with healing and feeding them! 
All worship can be viewed online at 

newhanoverlutheran.org 
facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch  

and on YouTube. 
May your worship experience strengthen you  

with God’s love and grace. 

Prelude  

Welcome 

Please rise as you are able. 
Gathering Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness ELW #733 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the 
God of miracles, the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our 
sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We 
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the 
world in which we live.  We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings 
and your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we 
turn?  Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for 
life in the world.  Amen. 

http://newhanoverlutheran.org/
http://facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch
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Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are 
fed and nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is 
always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you 
are shown God’s mercy:  you are forgiven and loved into abundant 
life.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.  
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear 
your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Centering Song You Are My King (Amazing Love) Grace Band 
I’m forgiven because You were forsaken 
I’m accepted, You were condemned 
I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died and rose again. 
Repeat Verse 
Chorus: 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You my King would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it’s true 
It’s my joy to honor You 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That You my King would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it’s true 
It's my joy to honor You. 
In all I do, I honor You. 
Bridge: 
You are my King 
You are my King 
Jesus, You are my King 
Jesus, You are my King 
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Chorus 
Ending: 
In all I do, I honor You. 
“You Are My King (Amazing Love)” Words and music by Billy J. Foote.  © 1996 
worshiptogether.com songs.  Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
with permission under CCLI License #2329082. 

Please be seated. 
Children’s Message  Nikki Young 

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24 Susan Swartz 
A reading from the book of Ezekiel 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will take a sprig 
from the lofty top of a cedar; 
I will set it out. 

I will break off a tender one 
from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it 
on a high and lofty mountain. 

23On the mountain height of Israel 
I will plant it, 

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; 
in the shade of its branches will nest 
winged creatures of every kind. 

24All the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the LORD. 

I bring low the high tree, 
I make high the low tree; 

I dry up the green tree 
and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the LORD have spoken; 
I will accomplish it. 

Here ends the reading. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
Gospel Acclamation  Carolyn Fleming, cantor 

 

Gospel Mark 4:26-34 Nikki Young 
The holy gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 
seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and 
the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how.  28The 
earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full 
grain in the head.  29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, 
or what parable will we use for it?  31It is like a mustard seed, 
which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they 
were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, 
but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
Message  Nikki Young 
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Please rise as you are able. 
Song of the Day Blessed Be Your Name Grace Band 
Blessed be Your name 
In the land that is plentiful 
Where Your streams of abundance flow 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name 
When I’m found in the desert place 
Though I walk through the wilderness 
Blessed be Your name 
Pre-Chorus: 
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 
Turn back to praise 
When the darkness closes in Lord 
Still I will say 
Chorus: 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be the name of the Lord 
Blessed be Your glorious name 
Blessed be Your name 
When the sun’s shining down on me 
When the world’s all as it should be 
Blessed be Your name 
Blessed be Your name 
On the road marked with suffering 
Though there’s pain in the offering 
Blessed be Your name 
Pre-Chorus 
Chorus 
Bridge: 
You give and take away 
You give and take away 
My heart will choose to say 
Lord blessed be Your name 
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Repeat Bridge 
Chorus 
“Blessed Be Your Name” Words and music by Matt Redman and Beth Redman.  © 2002 Thankyou 
Music.  Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under 
CCLI License #2329082. 

Please be seated. 
Kids Camp Installation 
Kids Camp volunteers and campers stand. 
Nikki Young 
Dear friends in Christ, it is my pleasure to present to you this 
year’s Kids Camp and our volunteers.  As we gather together to 
embark on this journey of learning about how God is our friend, I 
would like to take a moment to install and bless them.  On behalf 
of this congregation, I’d like to express gratitude to each one of 
you for your willingness to serve in this ministry.  Your dedication 
and passion for being a friend and showing God’s love to all our 
children is truly inspiring, and I believe that God will use you in a 
powerful way during this Kids Camp. 
I ask that you commit yourselves to this ministry, to serving our 
children with love, patience, and grace; to let God’s love show 
through you in everything that you do.  Will you assume this 
ministry in the confidence that it comes from God? 
Kids Camp Volunteers 
I do, and I ask God to help me be a good friend. 
Nikki Young 
Will you trust in God’s care, seeking that your words and actions 
reflect God’s grace and love? 
Kids Camp Volunteers 
I do, and I ask God to help me be a good friend. 
Nikki Young 
People of God; do you promise to support and pray for all 
participating in our Scuba Kids Camp? 
Congregation 
We do and we ask that we may also be reminded of God’s love. 
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Nikki Young 
Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, we come before you today with 
grateful hearts for the opportunity be a friend to our community.  
We ask that you would bless and guide our leaders as they work to 
share the friendship and love of God with our children.  May your 
love show through each of them.  Give them strength and patience 
as they serve, and may their hearts be filled with joy and 
excitement as we witness the growth and transformation of our 
children.  We pray for those youth attending this experience.  
Prepare their hearts and minds to receive lessons shared.  Let them 
see that You are doing great things all around us and through us.  
We ask that you bless this Kids Camp and use it to touch the lives 
of all who attend.  May your love be felt by all who participate, 
and may your name be glorified through this ministry.  We pray 
this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 

Please rise as you are able. 
Prayers of Intercession 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Peace 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 
The people give a sign of peace to each other. 
Please be seated. 
Offertory 
Special Music I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
  Ava Fezekas, soprano soloist 
“I Want to Jesus to Walk with Me” Text:  African American spiritual; words:  SOJOURNER, 
African American spiritual.  Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Streamed with 
permission under One License  #A-701229. 

Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
  ELW #884 
The offering is brought forward for a blessing. 

Announcements 
Please rise as you are able. 
Sending Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW #547 
Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Go get’em!!! 
Postlude Praise Him with Trumpets! Richard Blake 
From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#23853.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved. 

Announcements 
Today 

Thank you to Nikki Young for leading the worship service this 
morning. 
The flowers are presented to the glory of God and in memory of 
William F. Lamb, Sr. and Helen Lamb by the Lamb family. 
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The Word in Season devotion booklet is sponsored to the glory of 
God by Lucille Powell. 
Serving Today  Head Usher:  Marty Hauser; Usher:  Terry 
Santangelo; Lector:  Susan Swartz; Children’s Sermon:  Nikki 
Young; Acolyte:  Elsa Lucas 
Next Sunday  Head Usher:  Barbara Repa; Usher:  Bill Allen; 
Lector:  Barbara Noecker; Children’s Sermon:  Nikki Young; 
Acolyte;  London Meeker 
Altar Guild members serving this month:  Lynn Fegley, Vicki 
Dotterer, Becky Gallagher and Sharon Wise. 
The Nursery room is located between the Welcome Center and 
the Fellowship Hall.  Parents are welcome to use the room during 
worship services as needed.  The room provides for a comfortable 
play area in a joyful environment; toys and books are included.  
The room has access to a changing room and a private nursing 
room next door. 
Doors leading to fellowship hall and the education wing remain 
locked during the worship service for the safety of all. 
Rejoicing Spirits worship service  This ministry supports people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities, providing a 
meaningful worship experience for people of all abilities.  All are 
welcome to this special service this afternoon with fellowship 
beginning at 2:30 followed by the service at 3:00.  For more 
information, contact Donna Kehs or Stacey Rothermel. 

Calendar 
Worship Service – Today, 9:00 AM, sanctuary and online 
Food Drop Off – Today, 9:00 – 10:00 AM, kitchen 
Food Delivery Pickup – Today, 10:00 AM, portico 
Praise Band Rehearsal – Today, 10:00 AM, sanctuary 
Rejoicing Spirits – Today, 2:30 – 4:00 PM, sanctuary, room 1 
Kids Camp – Monday, 9:00 AM – Noon, sanctuary, rooms 1, 11, 

14, 21, 32, parking lot 
Prayer Ministry – Monday, 1:15 PM, sanctuary 
Kids Camp – Tuesday, 9:00 AM – Noon, sanctuary, rooms 1, 11, 

14, 21, 32, parking lot 
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Walnut Woods Service – Tuesday, 10:00 AM, offsite 
Boy Scouts – Tuesday, 6:30 PM, picnic grove 
Kids Camp – Wednesday, 9:00 AM – Noon, sanctuary, rooms 1, 

11, 14, 21, 32, parking lot 
Food Drop Off – Wednesday, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, kitchen 
Food Delivery Pickup – Wednesday, 1:30 PM, portico 
Addiction 12 Step – Wednesday, 6:00 – 7:00 PM, room 32 
Food Ministry Board – Wednesday, 6:30 – 8:00 PM, room 33 
Kids Camp – Thursday, 9:00 AM – Noon, sanctuary, rooms 1, 11, 

14, 21, 32, parking lot 
Council – Thursday, 7:00 PM, room 33 
Scout District Roundtable – Thursday, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, room 1 
Kids Camp – Friday, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM, sanctuary, rooms 1, 11, 

14, 21, 32, parking lot 
Worship Service – Next Sunday, 9:00 AM, sanctuary and online 
Food Drop Off – Next Sunday, 9:00 – 10:00 AM, kitchen 
Food Delivery Pickup – Next Sunday, 10:00 AM, portico 
Praise Band Rehearsal – Next Sunday, 10:00 AM, sanctuary 
Hey kids!  Scuba Kids Camp is this week.  Hope you a 
fantastic time diving right into all the fun activities and learning 
experiences we have planned for you. 

Upcoming Events 
Summer Hymn Sing On June 30th, we will have a Patriotic Hymn 
Sing before the service, at 8:45.  There will also be a Hymn Sing 
on July 28th and August 25th, at 8:45. 
Take me out to the ballgame, Saturday, August 3rd, 6:45 PM  
Join us for some fun and fellowship at the Reading Phillies 
Baseball Game on August 3rd.  This event is open to NHELC 
members and scouting groups.  We’re hoping for a big turnout so 
be sure to sign up early.  Following the game will be a Megablast 
Fireworks - you won’t want to miss it!  Tickets cost $12.  If you 
would like to attend the game, contact Nikki Young or sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-
49440503-night.  Reservations are due by July 1st so we can 
guarantee to have enough tickets for all. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-49440503-night
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-49440503-night
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Doing any spring cleaning?  Going through closets and dresser 
drawers?  Find any New Hanover Lutheran Church memorabilia 
for which you no longer have use?  The Archives and 325th 
Anniversary Committees are interested in old newspaper clippings, 
post cards, 1954 cookbooks with wooden cover, and any other 
literature pertaining to the life of the congregation.  If you have 
items to return to the church, contact Barbara Eisenhart at 
eisenbarb@aol.com or Susan at the church office. 
The next Reconciling in Christ meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 2nd, at 7:00 PM.  The location will be offsite.  For 
more information, contact Sharon Tracey. 
Pictures needed for the pictorial directory  Have you submitted 
a family photo to be included in the new pictorial directory?  To 
submit a picture, email it to Nance White at 
Nance2237@yahoo.com ASAP.  Or, drop off your photo in an 
envelope in Nance’s mailbox in the Archive room.  Be sure to 
include all the names of those in the photo. 
Reconciling in Christ update:  If you would like to participate in 
a one-to-one discussion around the possibility of New Hanover 
becoming a Reconciling in Christ church, welcoming to all - 
especially to those identifying as LGBTQIA+, racially diverse, or 
gender diverse, contact Sharon Tracey, Diane Bealer, Josh Young, 
Janet Psota, Rick Hausch or Pastor Scott. 
The Boyertown Alumni Marching Unit presents a Patriotic 
Concert on Saturday, July 6th, 2:00 PM in Soul Joel’s Historic 
SunnyBrook Ballroom.  Enjoy music of America both past and 
present.  Tickets at the door are $15’ online at SoulJoels.com or 
from a band member, tickets are $10.  SunnyBrook Ballroom is 
located at 50 Sunnybrook Road in Pottstown. 

Resources 
Firewood is available for a donation.  If interested, contact Jim 
Gross at 484-333-5162. 
The Peer Support Ministry webpage on the church’s website 
(newhanoverlutheran.org) offers resources for mental health and 
wellness.  Visit the webpage for information. 

mailto:eisenbarb@aol.com
mailto:Nance2237@yahoo.com


13 

Mental Health and Wellness  Millions of people across the nation 
are affected by mental health conditions.  National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) has local centers in both Reading and 
Lansdale.  They offer in-person and online support groups.  
NHELC has links with helpful information available on our 
website (newhanoverlutheran.org) or contact NAMI Helpline or 
PA Addiction Helpline directly. 
NAMI Help Line 1-800-950-6242 is available Monday - Friday 
10:00 AM to 10:00 PM ET. 
Text “Helpline” to 62640 or if in crisis call or text 988. 
PA Addiction Helpline 1-800-662-HELP (4357). 
Online live chat offered at 1-717-216-0905 or text 

You Can Help 
NHELC continues collecting non-perishable food items and full-
sized personal hygiene items.  Donations received through the end 
of June will be distributed through the Pottstown Cluster of 
Religious Communities.  Collection boxes are located in the 
welcome center, fellowship hall and multi-purpose room for 
donations.  Thank you for your contributions that will help our 
neighbors in need. 
You can donate to NHELC ministry electronically.  Simply 
point your smartphone camera at one of these QR codes and 
follow the link. 
Tithe.ly QR Code Simply Giving QR Code 

Mowers are needed  to maintain the church grounds and 
cemetery.  If interested in this position, contact Norm Hunsberger 
at 484-431-3622 or nhunsberger29@gmail.com. 
Volunteers are needed to help during the church service:  Ushers, 
Lectors, Children’s Sermons, Acolytes and Communion 
Assistants.  Contact Faye Weidner at omiweidner@gmail.com or 
484-929-5958 if you can help. 
  

mailto:nhunsberger29@gmail.com
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Food Ministry 
More than 175,000 meals have been delivered!  NHELC’s 
Loaves & Fishes Food Ministry is changing lives.  And, you can be 
a part of the team.  1)  You can donate food.  Drop off your 
donation on Wednesdays between 1 – 2 PM and Sundays between 
9 – 10 AM.  Items most needed include:  hamburger, chicken 
(thighs and breast meat), pasta (ziti, elbows, bowties), cheese 
(mozzarella, cheddar, parmesan), potatoes, fresh fruit (apples, 
oranges, bananas) and eggs.  2)  Donate money through Thrivent 
Gift Cards.  Place monetary donations on the offering plate or mail 
to the church.  3)  Deliver meals.  Sign up at 
https://www.newhanoverlutheran.org/loaves-fishes-food-ministry/. 
Meals help those in need 
Dear pastor.  I write this thanking you all for the hard work you put 
into making all the meals you prepare for unity.  We are very 
fortunate and grateful for all time you all put into everything.  
Thank you so much.  Dylan S. 
Another note of appreciation 
Hello, I just want to take this time to thank you and the lady’s that 
take the time out of each week to make our house at 367 chestnut, 
the delicious meals.  We can’t explain how grateful we are for you 
and the lady’s at the church to do that for all the men and women 
each week.  It truly is a blessing and we appreciate it so very much. 
Thank you, The women at 367 chestnut st. 

Self Esteem & Dignity Delivered  NHELC aided in the delivery 
of over $750,000 of Hygiene and household goods during the past 
three months.  Together with the Veterans Coalition of PA 
(VCOP), NHELC team members distributed the much-needed 
products that bring dignity, self-esteem most important, SMILES 
to many souls.  The program reaches area schools, churches, 
homeless tent cities and family shelters.  In addition, over ten area 
shelters and pantries received everything from deodorant, pull ups, 
wipes, paper towels, and hygiene products.  It didn’t take much, 
the spark started with a Thrivent Action Team and a few 
conversations.  Recipients include YWCA of Pottstown, 
ACLAMO, Salvation Army, OPENLINK, Birthright, Boyertown 
Multi-Service, Family Services and Coventry Manor.  If you 

about:blank
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would like to know more about Mission Service projects, contact 
the Pastor. 

Get Well Cards 
Get well cards for Pastor Ric Elliot can be mailed to him at the 
following address:  267 Country Club Drive, Telford, PA  18969. 

Thank You 
Beautification of the front flower beds has been completed 
thanks to Wendy’s Flowers who donated the flowers and Carl, 
Barbara, Steven and Erin Eisenhart. 

Prayer Requests 
Long-term:  Sarah Bowman, Keeley Staples, Logan Conley, Tina 
Farrell, Carol Buchholtz Yost 
Shut-in:  Penny Frymoyer 
Grieving:  the family and friends of Denny Smith (Donna’s 
husband) and Jonnelle Rath 
Military:  Shawn Dietz, Michael McHugh, Kevin Dugan, Jason 
Bernhard, Craig Geiser, Patrick Mathias, Steven Kane, William 
Zearfoss, Will Wilson V, Milton Jack Repa, Megan Fricker, Kyle 
Woods, Danny Foust 
Peace for violence in our area and nationally 
Katy Mahon-Miller Luann Hanley Carol Estes 
William Trotter Kathy Kane Maxwell Girard 
Pat Fryer Jean Renninger Pr. Kork Moyer 
Betty Lou Shadle Julia Hauck Tony Mancini 
Raul Castro Amy LeVan Jeffrey Kunsch 
Wilma Lahr Melissa Bernadette Phillips 
Mary Lou Doug Weaver Joan Wagner 
Robert Ganovsky Dorothy Bingaman Emily Ocelus 
Eric & Wendy Hess Sue Care Deb Matthews 
Marceline Anne Eshleman Daniel Johnson 
Chris Fatzinger Hank Droneberg Pena family 
Kim Frain Jen Perez Frank D. 
Pam Helfrich Barb & Tom Faust Andy Van Dyke 
Janet Pam Abbott Holli Muffler 
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Louise Karns Pr. Jennifer Phelps Jessica Trout 
Verdie Smith Mabel Gaugler Sandy Wesner 
Helen Foulke Carla Hausmann Joan Price 
Betty Seroski Ralph Borneman Lucille Powell 
Virginia Specht Mary Alice Mack Jeffrey Weems 
Joan Scheffey Arnold Amundsen Chuck Beck 
Ally Musser & family Rich Freed Marlyn Bieleski 
Joe Lee Wesner Joe 
Casey Flack Pastor Ric Elliot Charla Vandegrift 
Herbert Vandegrift Vicki Mutter Denton Quick 
David Helfrich, Sr. 

New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2941 Lutheran Road 
Gilbertsville, PA  19525 
Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri., 9 AM – 2 PM 
Call 610-326-1335 for an appointment 

Contact Information 
Pastor, The Rev. Scott Staub 

psstaub@gmail.com 
Director of Children, Family & Youth Ministry, Nikki Young 

nikki.young@newhanoverlutheran.org 
Church Office Manager, Susan Gutshall 
susan.gutshall@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Director of Music Ministry, Patricia Nyce 
patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Food Ministry Director, Chris Fatzinger 
Cfatzinger@chris-cooks.com 

Grace Band Director, Lindsey Waltermyer 
goldielw@gmail.com 

Handbell Choir Director, Barbara Eisenhart 
eisenbarb@aol.com 

Peer Support Recovery Ministry Team 
peersupport@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Sexton, Jen Boyer 
jcboyer0408@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper, Maria Boyer 
mariaboyer@comcast.net 

Cemetery, Norm Hunsberger 
nhunsberger29@gmail.com 

about:blank
mailto:patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org
about:blank
about:blank


Welcome to worship.
Do you see things in your worship place that are made
from wood? The wood and trees are a part of God’s
creation.

Be with us each day, Lord,
as our faith in you grows
and grows. Amen

Take a walk this week, notice all of the growing plants
around you, and see if you can find out what some of their
seeds are like. 

Kids Celebrate copyright © 2002 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced for local use.

Joe and his friend Thomas like to play together. Joe
doesn’t come to church often. How can Thomas spread
the seed of God’s love to Joe? 

Print their thoughts or words in the bubbles.

Think of the tiny seeds that become sturdy trees, a home for
animals and birds and a source of wood for our own use.
Place the wood words into the crossword puzzle above. 

Wood Words

GOD’S CEDAR OAK BIRCH FIR SEED

ACORN TWIG GREEN CREATION     BRANCHES

G O D  ‘S

B

Lectionary 11



Today’s gospel, and also the First Reading, talk about growing things. Jesus said that God’s kingdom is, in a way, like seeds that
have been planted and now are growing.

Below, match the meaning on the left with the correct picture in the middle. Then, just for fun, see if you can match that picture
to something on the right that sounds like it. (Like the way “I” and “eye” sound alike.)

Memorize a verse from today’s lesson: “If anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation.” 2 Corinthians 5:17a
How can you become a new creation every day?

DEFINITIONS

1. To grow and produce great results.  We
“bear fruit” when we tell lots of people about
Jesus. 

2. To spread and plant seed on the ground

3. The top of a wheat or other grain stalk that
contains the good usable grain

4. The stem of a plant

5. A curved cutting tool used for 

harvesting grain 

6. A sturdy branch of a tree

STALK

SOW

BEAR FRUIT

SICKLE

BOUGH

HEAD



 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Text:  Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960.  Music:  FAITHFULNESS, 
William M. Runyan, 1870-1957.  Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company.  
All rights reserved.  Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License  #A-701229. 
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cause You were for sak en.

Bsus B

I’m ac cept ed;
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You were con demned.

Bsus B

I’m a live and well, Your
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Spir it is with in me be
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cause You died and rose a gain.
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A maz ing love, how

E
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can it be

A
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that You, my King, would die for me?

E Bsus B A/B

A maz ing love, I

E

know it’s true;

A
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it’s my joy to hon or You.

E
1

Bsus B A/B
2, 3

In all I

Bsus B

do I hon or You.

A B

19 E Fine

You are my

E
BRIDGE

King, You are my King. Je sus,

You Are My King (Amazing Love)
Words and Music by

Billy J. Foote

CCLI Song # 2456623
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You are my King. Je sus, You are my King.
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praise.
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say, “Bless ed be the
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name of the Lord,


B
CHORUS

bless ed be Your
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name.
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Bless ed be the
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name of the Lord,

B

bless ed be Your

F

glo ri ous name.”
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You give and take a

B
BRIDGE

way, You

F

give and take a
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way. My
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heart will choose to
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say, “Lord,
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Bless ed be Your

Gm7
1

name.” You

E
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name.” Bless ed be the
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“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Text:  Thomas Ken, 1637-1711.  Music:  OLD 
HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561.  Text and music are in public domain. 



 

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Text:  Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.  Music:  THE 
ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune.  Text © 1964 World Library Publications.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License  #A-701229. 


