
Welcome to worship at  
New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 15, 2024 

 

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as 
told in John’s gospel.  This week we hear Mark’s version, 
when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.”  In John, the 
stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for 
the life of the world.  In Mark too the scandal has to do with 
Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter 
himself stumbles over Jesus’ words.  But Jesus is anointed 
(the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the 
cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of 
the cross. 
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The Rev. Scott A. Staub, presiding pastor 
The Rev. Carl Filer, message 

Patricia Nyce, director of music ministry 
Lindsey Waltermyer, Grace band leader 

We love our neighbors with healing and feeding them! 
All worship can be viewed online at 

newhanoverlutheran.org 
facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch  

and on YouTube. 
May your worship experience strengthen you  

with God’s love and grace. 

Prelude  
Welcome 
Please rise as you are able. 
Gathering Hymn Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us ELW #789 

Call to Worship 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our 
salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives.  
Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of 
evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Centering Song Jesus Messiah Grace Band 
He became sin who knew no sin 
That we might become His righteousness 
He humbled Himself and carried the cross 
Love so amazing, love so amazing 

http://newhanoverlutheran.org/
http://facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch


3 

Chorus: 
Jesus Messiah, Name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel 
The Rescue for sinners 
The Ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah, Lord of all 
His body the bread, His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out, all for love 
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 
Love so amazing, love so amazing 
Chorus 
Bridge: 
All our hope is in You 
All our hope is in You 
All the glory to You God 
The Light of the world 
Chorus 
Ending: 
Jesus Messiah 
Lord of all 
Lord of all 
“Jesus Messiah” Words and music by Chris Tomlin, Daniel Carson, Ed Cash and Jesse Reeves.   
© 2008 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; Wondrously Made 
Songs.  Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing, Reservoir Media Management, Inc.  All rights reserved.  
Streamed with permission under CCLI License #2329082. 

Please be seated. 
Children’s Message  Pastor Scott 

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a Brenda Hunsberger 
A reading from the book of Isaiah 
4The Lord God has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 
that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens— 

wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 
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5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 

6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 
from insult and spitting. 

7The Lord God helps me; 
therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 
and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 
Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 

9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty? 

Here ends the reading. 

Please rise as you are able. 
Gospel Acclamation   

 

Gospel Mark 8:27-38 Pastor Carl Filer 
The holy gospel according to Mark 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that I am?”  28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  29He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?”  Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.”  30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 
about him. 
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  32He said 
all this quite openly.  And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him.  33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!  For you are setting your 
mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.  35For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it.  36For what will it profit them to 
gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  37Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life?  38Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the 
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
Message “Losing Your Life for Jesus” Pastor Carl Filer 

Please rise as you are able. 
Song of the Day Get Down Grace Band 
Lavishly our lives are wasted 
Humbleness is left untasted 
You can’t live your life 
To please yourself 
That’s a tip from my mistake 
Exactly what it doesn’t take 
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To win you’ve gotta come 
In last place 
To live your life 
You’ve got to lose it 
And all the losers get a crown 
Chorus: 
I get down He lifts me up 
I get down He lifts me up 
I get down He lifts me up 
I get down 
All I need’s another day 
Where I can’t seem to get away 
From the many things 
That drag me down 
I’m sure you’ve had a day like me 
When nothin’ seems to set you free 
From burdens you can’t carry all alone yeah 
In your weakness, He is stronger 
In your darkness, He shines through 
When you’re cryin’, He’s your comfort 
When you’re all alone, He’s carryin’ you 
Chorus 2x 
Bridge: 
This valley is so deep 
I can barely see the sun 
I cry out for mercy Lord 
And You lift me up again 
Chorus 2x 
Interlude: 
I get down I get down 
I get down I get down 
Chorus 2x 
Ending (spoken): 
Every time I’m down the Lord lifts me up. 
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“Get Down” Words and music by Ben Cissell, Bob Herdman, Mark Stuart, Tyler Burkum and Will 
McGinniss.  © 1999 Flicker USA Publishing; Up In The Mix Music.  Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing.  All rights reserved.  Streamed with permission under CCLI License #2329082. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

The Lord’s Prayer  Sung 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
“The Lord’s Prayer” by Albert Hay Malotte; arr. by Donald P. Hustad.  Words and music © 1935, 
renewed 1963 by G. Schirmer.  All rights reserved.  Streamed with permission under CCLI License 
#2329082. 

Peace 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Please share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 
The people give a sign of peace to each other. 

Please be seated. 
Offertory 

Choir Anthem Brother James’ Air Chancel Choir 

Doxology Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW #186 
The offering is brought forward for a blessing. 

Announcements 
Please rise as you are able. 
Sending Hymn Will You Come and Follow Me ELW #798 

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Go get’em!!! 
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Postlude Majestic March Rob Roy Peery 
From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#23853.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved. 

Announcements 
Today 

We welcome Pr. Carl Filer to the worship service this morning.  
The Installation Service of Pastor Filer will be held this afternoon 
at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Pottstown at 4:00 PM.  Everyone 
is invited to attend. 
Congratulations to Teagan Julia Martin, daughter of Jase and 
Amanda Martin, who will be baptized this morning following the 
worship service.  Kristina Kenny will serve as Teagan’s sponsor.  
Teagan is the great-granddaughter of Kathy and Doug Taylor, 
The flowers are sponsored to the glory of God and to thank God 
for the kindness of family and friends by Susan Lowry. 
Serving Today  Head Usher:  George Trowbridge, Usher:  
Georgann Geiser, Lector:  Brenda Hunsberger, Children’s Sermon:  
Pastor Scott, Acolyte:  Madelyn Artim 
Next Sunday  Head Usher:  Marty Hauser, Usher:  Brian Flack, 
Lector:  Erica Lucas, Children’s Sermon:  Ariel Hansley, Acolyte:  
Genesis Garcia 
Altar Guild members serving this month:  Lynn Fegley; Vicki 
Dotterer, Becky Gallagher and Sharon Wise. 
The Nursery room is located between the Welcome Center and 
the Fellowship Hall.  Parents are welcome to use the room during 
worship services as needed.  The room provides for a comfortable 
play area in a joyful environment; toys and books are included.  
The room has access to a changing room and a private nursing 
room next door. 
Doors leading to fellowship hall and the education wing remain 
locked during the worship service for the safety of all. 
Rejoicing Spirits worship service  This ministry supports people 
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with intellectual and developmental disabilities, providing a 
meaningful worship experience for people of all abilities.  All are 
welcome to this special service this afternoon with fellowship 
beginning at 2:30 followed by the service at 3:00.  For more 
information, contact Donna Kehs or Stacey Rothermel. 
Life Together Apart, a seven-week study begins today following 
the worship service in room 33.  Come check it out! 

Calendar 
Worship Service – Today, 9:00 AM, sanctuary and online 
Food Drop Off – Today, 9:00 – 10:00 AM, kitchen 
Food Delivery Pickup – Today, 10:00 AM, portico 
J.A.M. – Today, 10:15 AM, room 21 
Praise Band Rehearsal – Today, 11:15 AM, sanctuary 
Rejoicing Spirits – Today, 2:30 – 4:00 PM, welcome center, 

sanctuary 
Dr. Carl Filer Installation – Today, 4:00 PM, Emmanuel 

Lutheran Church, Pottstown 
AARP – Monday, 11:00 AM, room 1 
Prayer Ministry – Monday, 1:15 PM, sanctuary 
Cub Scout Pack 367 – Monday, 6:30 – 8:30 PM, rooms 1, 14, 21-

23, 27, 31, 33 
GriefShare – Tuesday, 10:00 AM, room 33 
Walnut Woods – Tuesday, 10:00 AM, offsite 
Scouts BSA Troop 367 – Tuesday, 6:30 PM, picnic grove 
Reconciling in Christ – Tuesday, 7:00 PM, room 29 
Family Learning Center – Tuesday, 7:00 PM, room 27 
Food Drop Off – Wednesday, 1:00 – 2:00 PM, kitchen 
Food Delivery Pickup – Wednesday, 1:30 PM, portico 
Loaves & Fishes Dinner – Wednesday, 5:45 PM, rooms 1, 11 
Addiction 12 Step – Wednesday, 6:00 – 7:00 PM, room 32 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal – Wednesday, 6:30 – 7:45 PM,  

room 15 
Handbell Choir Rehearsal – Thursday, 6:15 – 7:30 PM, room 15 
Council – Thursday, 7:00 PM, room 33 
Scout District Roundtable – Thursday, 7:30 – 9:00 PM, room 1 
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Worship Service – Next Sunday, 9:00 AM, sanctuary and online 
Food Drop Off – Next Sunday, 9:00 – 10:00 AM, kitchen 
Food Delivery Pickup – Next Sunday, 10:00 AM, portico 
J.A.M. – Next Sunday, 10:15 AM, room 21 
Praise Band Rehearsal – Next Sunday, 11:15 AM, sanctuary 

Upcoming Events 
GriefShare is held on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM.  If you, or someone 
you know is struggling through the grieving process, here’s an 
opportunity for sharing and support.  For more information, 
contact Nikki Young at nikki.young@newhanoverlutheran.org or 
610-326-1335.  To register, sign up at 
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/241433. 
Harvest Home is Sunday, September 29th.  The congregation is 
encouraged to bring non-perishable food items for our neighbors 
who need help.  Drop off your donation at the designated area in 
the welcome center.  During the opening hymn, the children will 
bring the donations to the altar.  Children should meet in the 
welcome center at 8:45 to prepare for the food presentation.  In 
addition, September 29th is the NHELC 325th Anniversary 
kickoff so be sure to attend that Sunday. 
The NHELC Book Club is reading Husbands and Lovers by 
Beatriz Williams.  You are invited to join a discussion of this book 
on Tuesday, October 1st, at 6:30 PM.  The group will meet for 
dinner and discussion at the Plaza Azteca in Greshville.  If you 
have any questions about this event, contact Sharon Tracey at 
LBD36@aol.com. 
A Cemetery Tour will be held on Saturday, October 5th, from 
2:00 – 4:00 PM in the NHELC Cemetery.  Come hear the stories of 
some of those who have been laid to rest in the NHELC cemetery.  
For more information, contact Jane Manthorne at 
jane.manthorne@gmail.com. 
The Loaves & Fishes Dinners are returning this fall, beginning 
Wednesday, September 18th.  Take a break planning dinner and 
join your church family for the monthly Loaves & Fishes mid-
week dinner on the third Wednesday of the month at 5:45 PM.  
Dinners will be held in fellowship hall. 

mailto:nikki.young@newhanoverlutheran.org
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/241433
mailto:LBD36@aol.com
mailto:jane.manthorne@gmail.com
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Pregnancy and Infant Loss Wave of Light Service is Tuesday, 
October 15th, at 6:30 PM.  If you know anyone who has suffered 
pregnancy loss or the loss of a baby, offer an invitation to attend 
this time of remembrance and healing.  All are welcome.  Contact 
Nikki Young with any questions. 
First Communion Class Children from 2nd grade and up are 
welcome to participate in our first communion class on Monday, 
October 14th, at 6:00 PM.  This can be done at the parents’ 
discretion.   Contact Nikki Young if you are interested in taking 
the class or would like to discuss this further.  Participants will 
receive their first communion on Reformation Sunday, October 
27th. 
Aging Grace-Fully is an eight-part series featuring leading authors 
who share their knowledge and experiences about aging including 
suffering, love and loss.  On October 22nd, hear from Rabbi Steve 
Leder, author of The Beauty of What Remains.  Gather in 
Fellowship Hall at 12:30 PM for a refreshment hour followed by a 
1:30 live streamed presentation by Rabbi Leder.  A discussion will 
be held following the presentation. 

Opportunity 
There’s a place in the choir for you.  Rehearsals are every 
Wednesday evening from 6:30 PM to 7:45 PM.  Contact Patricia 
Nyce at patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org, or by calling 267-
252-3020, or see Patricia after church!  We have a seat waiting for 
you! 

Resources 
Do you enjoy the praise band songs?  Would 
you like to get to know them better?  This 
playlist includes over fifty songs that our praise 
band has done, and more will be added in the 
future.  You will need to download Spotify (it’s 
free!) to listen to the songs. 

mailto:patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/6A6GMh90Ioi0AB8Uj13h9W?si=84684d4cdfe54c13
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The Peer Support Ministry webpage on the church’s website 
(newhanoverlutheran.org) offers resources for mental health and 
wellness.  Visit the webpage for information. 
Mental Health and Wellness  Millions of people across the nation 
are affected by mental health conditions.  National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI) has local centers in both Reading and 
Lansdale.  They offer in-person and online support groups.  
NHELC has links with helpful information available on our 
website (newhanoverlutheran.org) or contact NAMI Helpline or 
PA Addiction Helpline directly. 
NAMI Help Line 1-800-950-6242 is available Monday - Friday 
10:00 AM to 10:00 PM ET. 
Text “Helpline” to 62640 or if in crisis call or text 988. 
PA Addiction Helpline 1-800-662-HELP (4357). 
Online live chat offered at 1-717-216-0905 or text 

You Can Help 
NHELC is collecting non-perishable food items and full-sized 
personal hygiene items now through October.  Donations will be 
distributed through the Pottstown Cluster.  Collection boxes are 
located in the welcome center, fellowship hall and multi-purpose 
room for the donations. 
We collected 91 pounds of food and personal care items this spring 
that were taken to the Pottstown Cluster for distribution.  Thank 
you for your contributions that will help those in need. 
You can donate to NHELC ministry electronically.  Simply 
point your smartphone camera at one of these QR codes and 
follow the link. 
Tithe.ly QR Code Simply Giving QR Code 

Volunteers are needed to help during the church service:  Ushers, 
Lectors, Children’s Sermons, Acolytes and Communion 
Assistants.  Contact Faye Weidner at omiweidner@gmail.com or 
484-929-5958 if you can help. 
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Garden helpers are needed.  Help is needed every Monday and 
Thursday at 8:00 AM and Thursdays, 4:00 – 6:00 PM.  If you 
have any questions, contact Donna Kehs at 610-212-2673 or at 
donnakehs@gmail.com. 

Food Ministry 
More than 200,000 meals have been delivered!  NHELC’s 
Loaves & Fishes Food Ministry is changing lives.  And, you can be 
a part of the team.  1)  You can donate food.  Drop off your 
donation on Wednesdays between 1 – 2 PM and Sundays between 
9 – 10 AM.  Items most needed include:  hamburger, chicken 
(thighs and breast meat), pasta (ziti, elbows, bowties), cheese 
(mozzarella, cheddar, parmesan), potatoes, fresh fruit (apples, 
oranges, bananas) and eggs.  2)  Donate money through Thrivent 
Gift Cards.  Place monetary donations on the offering plate or mail 
to the church.  3)  Deliver meals.  Sign up at 
https://www.newhanoverlutheran.org/loaves-fishes-food-ministry/. 
Thank You Note:  NHELC Food Ministry, 
Please accept this small donation to help with your Christian 
example of sharing. 
And a special blessing for Vicki and Tim Mutter’s reliable and 
cheerful delivery service. 
John M. 

Reconciling in Christ 
Reconciling in Christ update:  If you would like to participate in 
a one-to-one discussion around the possibility of New Hanover 
becoming a Reconciling in Christ church, welcoming to all - 
especially to those identifying as LGBTQIA+, racially diverse, or 
gender diverse, contact Sharon Tracey, Diane Bealer, Josh Young, 
Janet Psota, Rick Hausch or Pastor Scott. 
October 6th is kickoff for Reconciling in Christ Education.  
Following the worship service, meet nadeen harring from the 
Bryson Institute in Philadelphia.  nadeen will be presenting 
LGBTQ 101.  This informational session will provide basic 
information on LGBTQ individuals to build empathy and 
understanding around the particular barriers faced by LGBTQ 

mailto:donnakehs@gmail.com
about:blank
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people.  In addition, youth from The Attic Youth Center will be 
telling their personal stories.  So grab a cup of coffee and a bite to 
eat and join us for this hour-long session. 
In God’s Image will be held at St Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Ardmore on Saturday, October 12th, from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  
There is a $15 fee which covers snacks and drinks throughout the 
day, and honorariums for the speaker and workshop leaders. 
The Rev. Dr. Karyn Wiseman, professor of homiletics at United 
Lutheran Seminary and author of the upcoming book Queering the 
Pulpit, will preach during a festival worship.  Workshops will be 
held on topics such as becoming Reconciling in Christ, engaging in 
DEI (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) work in your congregation, 
advocacy, worship, and more!  Also, vendors will be present with 
resources and opportunities to support LGBTQIA+ businesses and 
organizations. 
There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center.  Please sign up by 
Sunday, October 6th.  If you have any questions, contact Sharon 
Tracey at LBD36@aol.com. 
Got a question for the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) team about 
their journey?  Jot down your question (paper provided at the desk) 
and put it in the box on the desk in the Welcome Center.  The team 
will try to answer your question(s).  Be sure to provide your 
preferred contact information. 
  

mailto:LBD36@aol.com
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Prayer Requests 
Long-term:  Sarah Bowman, Keeley Staples, Logan Conley, Tina 
Farrell, Carol Buchholtz Yost 
Shut-in:  Penny Frymoyer 
Military:  Shawn Dietz, Michael McHugh, Kevin Dugan, Jason 
Bernhard, Craig Geiser, Patrick Mathias, Steven Kane, William 
Zearfoss, Will Wilson V, Milton Jack Repa, Kyle Woods, Danny 
Foust 
Peace for violence in our area and nationally 
Katy Mahon-Miller Luann Hanley Carol Estes 
William Trotter Kathy Kane Maxwell Girard 
Pat Fryer Jean Renninger Pr. Kork Moyer 
Betty Lou Shadle Julia Hauck Tony Mancini 
Raul Castro Amy LeVan Jeffrey Kunsch 
Wilma Lahr Melissa Mary Lou 
Doug Weaver Joan Wagner Robert Ganovsky 
Dorothy Bingaman Emily Ocelus Eric & Wendy Hess 
Sue Care Deb Matthews Marceline 
Anne Eshleman Daniel Johnson Chris Fatzinger 
Hank Droneberg Pena family Kim Frain 
Jen Perez Frank D. Pam Helfrich 
Barb & Tom Faust Andy Van Dyke Janet 
Pam Abbott Holli Muffler Louise Karns 
Pr. Jennifer Phelps Jessica Trout Verdie Smith 
Mabel Gaugler Sandy Wesner Helen Foulke 
Carla Hausmann Joan Price Betty Seroski 
Ralph Borneman Lucille Powell Virginia Specht 
Jeffrey Weems Joan Scheffey Arnold Amundsen 
Chuck Beck Ally Musser & family Rich Freed 
Marlyn Bieleski Joe Joe 
Casey Flack Tim Mutter Denton Quick 
David Helfrich, Sr. Tara Houck Patricia Kemp 
Jennifer, Brendt, Declan & Conor Budnick Ron Seasholtz 
Penny Garber Hazel LeVan Lynn Fegley 
Lynn Amundsen Harry White 
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New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2941 Lutheran Road 

Gilbertsville, PA  19525 
Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri., 9 AM – 2 PM 
Call 610-326-1335 for an appointment 

Contact Information 
Pastor, The Rev. Scott Staub 

psstaub@gmail.com 
Director of Children, Family & Youth Ministry, Nikki Young 

nikki.young@newhanoverlutheran.org 
Church Office Manager, Susan Gutshall 
susan.gutshall@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Director of Music Ministry, Patricia Nyce 
patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Food Ministry Director, Chris Fatzinger 
Cfatzinger@chris-cooks.com 

Grace Band Director, Lindsey Waltermyer 
goldielw@gmail.com 

Handbell Choir Director, Barbara Eisenhart 
eisenbarb@aol.com 

Peer Support Recovery Ministry Team 
peersupport@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Sexton, Jen Boyer 
jcboyer0408@gmail.com 

Bookkeeper, Maria Boyer 
mariaboyer@comcast.net 

Cemetery, Norm Hunsberger 
nhunsberger29@gmail.com 
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PRE-READER
Pentecost 17

We can praise God with many parts of our body. Look 
around the worship space to see how people are praising 
God. 

Circle the ways you see people praising God.
• Today is the 17th Sunday after Pentecost.
• A symbol of the season after Pentecost is a tree.
• The tree helps us remember to care for our faith so it 

will grow big.

Help this tree grow big by adding more 
branches and leaves.



Peter knew Jesus was the one God sent to 
save the world!

Spark: Activate Faith Bulletin copyright © 2012 Sparkhouse. All rights reserved.  PENTECOST 17
May be reproduced for local use provided every copy carries this notice.

Peter was one of Jesus’ friends. Who is one of your friends? 

Draw him or her here.

MY FRIEND

Jesus tells us to take up our crosses. He also tells us 
something else. 

Follow the dotted lines to see what else Jesus 
wants us to do.

FOLLOW ME



READER
Pentecost 17

• Today is the 17th Sunday after Pentecost.
• A symbol used for the season after Pentecost is a tree.
• The season after Pentecost is the longest church season.
• During the season after Pentecost, we learn about the risen Christ.

Growing Older
Just like trees grow over the years, your faith grows, too! A tree grows one ring 
every year. Count the rings in the tree stump to discover this tree’s age. Then 
draw rings in the blank tree stump so it’s the same age as you.

Finding Friends
One of the great things about worship is that we can experience it with our 
friends, young and old. These friends might be from Sunday school class, 
our siblings, and even the pastor! Look around the worship space and write 
down the names of some friends you see. After worship, ask them to sign their 
names.

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

 
Friend’s Name    Friend’s Signature

The tree’s age: ______

My age: ______
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Memory Verse Who Do You Say I Am?
Jesus asked his friend Peter, “Who do you say I am?” Peter responded, “You 
are the Messiah.” How would your friends describe you? Check the boxes 
below.

A Tongue of Praise
We can praise the Lord with our tongues. Write all the things your tongue can 
say that praise the Lord. 

To complete the memory verse, find the 
correct words in the tree and fill in the 
blanks.

“_________________________ asked them, 

‘But _________________________ do you say 

that I _________________________?’ _________________________  

answered him, ‘You are the _________________________.’”

-_________________________ 8:29 

Today’s reading comes from the book of 
Mark. Mark is one of the four Gospels that tells 
about the life of Jesus. Can you name the 

other three? Write the names in these three boxes.

Bible Tip!

 K ind

 Funny

 A thle t ic

 Musical

 Goof y

 Shy

 Smart

 Creat i ve

 Good l istener

 Though tful

 Helpful

 Pa t ient

 Talkat i ve

 Brave

 Organized

 Si l l y

 Lo yal

 Fa i thful

 Artsy

 Qu ie t

 No isy

 w ise

Amen!

THANK YOU!

              Mark
        am
                   who
     Jesus
                Messiah
      Peter



 

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” Text:  attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847.  Music:  
BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868.  Text and music are in public domain. 
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“Create in Me a Clean Heart” Music:  Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923.  Music © 1978 Lutheran 
Book of Worship, admin. by Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted and streamed 
with permission under One License  #A-701229. 



 
“Will You Come and Follow Me” Text:  John L. Bell, b. 1949.  Music:  KELVINGROVE, Scottish 
traditional.  Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
and streamed with permission under One License  #A-701229. 


