
Welcome to worship at  
The New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Maundy Thursday 
April 2, 2026 

 

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and 
we gather with Christians around the world to celebrate the 
Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Tonight we 
remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the 
central focus is his commandment that we live out the 
promise embodied in this meal.  As Jesus washed his 
disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in 
humble service to one another.  Formed into a new body in 
Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed by the 
mercy we have received and carry it into the world.  
Departing worship in solemn silence, we anticipate the 
coming days. 
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Nicole Young, vicar 
Patricia Nyce, director of music ministry 
Lindsey Waltermyer, Grace band leader 

We love our neighbors with healing and feeding them! 
All worship can be viewed online at 

newhanoverlutheran.org 
facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch  

and on YouTube. 
May your worship experience strengthen you  

with God’s love and grace. 

Welcome Statement 
You are always welcome at New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  We are a growing community of believers in Jesus Christ, 
rooted in God’s love and guided by Christ’s example.  We strive to 
reach out with compassion, offering a place where you can grow in 
faith, experience God’s grace and feel safe and celebrated.  At 
New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church, we want you to gather 
with us at our table.  Rooted in our Lutheran faith and belief that 
we are all children of God and made in God’s image, we welcome 
all people with dignity and love. 
In Romans 15:7, Paul writes, “Accept one another, then, just as 
Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” 
By this belief, we are committed to intentionally following Jesus’ 
example of unconditional hospitality, love and justice.  Here, you 
are not only included, you are respected.  We affirm and value 
people of all races, ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender 
identities, gender expressions, cultures, ages, abilities, body sizes, 
relationship statuses and economic or immigration statuses.  We 
are committed to the ongoing work toward racial equity and 
inclusion in all we do.  You are invited to fully participate in our 
worship, sacraments, leadership positions, gatherings, and 
ministries.  In our identities, we are united by the common faith we 
hold, and recognize we each offer unique gifts and perspectives.  
We believe that this transforms lives and deepens the faith of our 
community. 
Christ’s door is open to all, so is ours. 
  

http://newhanoverlutheran.org/
http://facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch
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Welcome/Announcements 

Prelude A Lenten Meditation 
“A Lenten Meditation” by Lee Rogers.  © 1938 Lorenz Publishing, Co.  All rights reserved.  
Streamed with permission under One License  #A-701229. 

Please rise as you are able. 
Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s 
call to struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us 
from loving God and each other.  This is the struggle to which we 
were called at baptism. 
Within the community of the church, God never wearies of 
forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation.  On this night 
let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the 
celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God and with 
one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 
of your holy name.  Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have 
been saved.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn Lift High the Cross ELW #660 

Please be seated. 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus 
gave us a new commandment, to love one another as he loves us.  
Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to 
serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading Exodus 12:1-14 Genesis Garcia 
A reading from the book of Exodus 
1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This 
month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year for you.  3 Tell the whole congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for 
each family, a lamb for each household.  4 If a household is too 
small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it.  5 Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 
the goats.  6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall 
slaughter it at twilight.  7 They shall take some of the blood and put 
it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat it.  8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it 
roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  9 Do 
not eat any of it raw or boiled in water but roasted over the fire, 
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with its head, legs, and inner organs.  10 You shall let none of it 
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn with fire.  11 This is how you shall eat it:  your loins 
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and 
you shall eat it hurriedly.  It is the Passover of the Lord.  12 I will 
pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down 
every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human to animal, and on 
all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:  I am the Lord.  
13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:  
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall 
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
14 “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.  You shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout your generations 
you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.” 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 Genesis Garcia 
1 I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 

and listened to my supplication, 
2 for the Lord has given ear to me 

whenever I called. 
12 How shall I repay the Lord 

for all the good things God has done for me? 
13 I will lift the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the Lord. 
14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all God’s people. 
15 Precious in your sight, O Lord, 

is the death of your servants. 
16 O Lord, truly I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the child of your handmaid;  
you have freed me from my bonds. 

17 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 

18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all God’s people, 

19 in the courts of the Lord’s house, 
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
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Please rise as you are able. 
Gospel Acclamation A New Commandment 

 

“A New Commandment” Text and music are  in public domain. 

Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart from this world and go to the Father.  Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
2 The devil had already decided that Judas son of Simon Iscariot 
would betray Jesus.  And during supper 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands and that he had come 
from God and was going to God, 4 got up from supper, took off his 
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  5 Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was tied around him.  6 He came to Simon 
Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  
7 Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.”  8 Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.”  Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 
share with me.”  9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only 
but also my hands and my head!”  10 Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 
entirely clean.  And you are clean, though not all of you.”  11 For he 
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.” 
12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
reclined again, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to 
you?  13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for that 
is what I am.  14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
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feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  15 For I have set 
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  
16 Very truly, I tell you, slaves are not greater than their master, nor 
are messengers greater than the one who sent them.  17 If you know 
these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 
31b “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 
glorified in him.  32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also 
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  33 Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer.  You will look for me, 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’  34 I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 
Message 
A moment of silence for reflection 

Please rise as you are able. 
Song of the Day The Heart of Worship 
When the music fades, all is stripped away 
And I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth 
That will bless Your heart 
Pre-Chorus: 
I’ll bring You more than a song, 
For a song in itself 
Is not what You have required 
You search much deeper within 
Through the way things appear 
You’re looking into my heart 
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Chorus: 
I’m coming back to the heart of worship 
And it’s all about You, all about You Jesus 
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it 
When it’s all about You, all about You Jesus 
King of endless worth, no one could express 
How much You deserve 
Though I’m weak and poor, all I have is Yours 
Ev’ry single breath 
Pre-Chorus 
Chorus 2x 
“The Heart of Worship” Words and music by Matt Redman.  © 1999 Thankyou Music Ltd.  Admin. 
Capitol CMG Publishing.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under CCLI License 
#2329082. 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried: 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering 
and death gave salvation to all.  You gather your people around the 
tree of the cross, transforming death into life.  And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the 
land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
us and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace 
our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as 
the body of Christ for the world.  Breathe new life into us.  Send us 
forth,  burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all 
its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

Please be seated. 
Communion 
Today we celebrate Holy Communion.  This is the Lord’s Table, 
open to everyone.  The usher will direct you when to come 
forward.  Communion glasses are found on the stand at the front of 
the line to your right.  Take an empty glass if you are choosing to 
commune with wine or a pre-filled glass (with grape juice) if you 
will be communing with grape juice.  Receive your bread from the 
pastor, gluten-free bread from the plate, and the wine, or blessing 
over the grape juice from the lay assistant.  There are two wine 
stations, so please, choose the open station.  Persons not 
communing may receive a personal blessing (simply keep your 
hands down at your sides or folded across your heart). 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

Communion Hymn Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359 
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Prayer after Communion 
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the 
saving power of your suffering, death, and resurrection.  May this 
sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of 
your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Stripping of the Altar Psalm 22 Carolyn Fleming, soprano 
  Lee Wesner, baritone 

Tonight there is no benediction as Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and Easter Sunday are considered one continuing worship. 

Please leave in silence. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#23853.  New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition (NRSVue) Bible, copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America.  Used with permission.  All rights reserved. 

Announcements 
Today 

Today:  Scott Geiser, head usher; Faye Weidner, usher; Genesis 
Garcia, lector; Rae Bechtel, acolyte; Donna Kehs, communion 
assistant 
Good Friday:  Marty Hauser, head usher; Steve Weidner, usher; 
Elsa Lucas and Ainsley Lucas, acolytes 
Sunday:  Todd Rothermel, head usher; Stacey Rothermel, Zach 
Quigley and Patrick Lucas, ushers; Kady Singley, lector; Dee 
Singley, children’s sermon; Miller Quigley, acolyte; Erica Lucas 
and Carolyn Fleming, communion assistants 
Altar Guild members serving this month:  Deb Solazzo, Barb 
Eisenhart, Corrine Bartholomew and Judy Sloan. 
The Nursery room is located between the Welcome Center and 
the Fellowship Hall.  Parents are welcome to use the room during 
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worship as needed.  The room provides for a comfortable play area 
in a joyful environment; toys and books are included.  The room 
has access to a changing room and a private nursing room next 
door. 
Doors leading to fellowship hall and the education wing remain 
locked during the worship service for the safety of all. 

Have a pastoral emergency? 
Contact Vicar Nikki Young at 267-329-9697. 

Holy Week Continues 
Good Friday, April 3rd 

Service at 7:00 PM 
Easter Worship, April 5th 

Communion service at 9:00 AM 
Garden of Hope  We have BIG plans for the garden this year!  We 
plan to allocate a couple rows of raised beds for our school 
children so they can experience God’s work in action as they 
plants seeds, water them, and watch them grow.  We’re also adding 
a washbasin to make the cleaning of our harvested produce a little 
easier.  Our new Lead Gardener Jim Mack and the Food Ministry 
are identifying more convenient ways to volunteer in the garden, 
so keep an eye out for more information on volunteer 
opportunities.  Last year we produced 3 ¼ tons of organic produce 
that we gave to local Food Banks.  None of this is possible without 
the dedication and support of our congregation and our neighbor 
volunteers. 
The Garden of Hope has set their Spring Garden Preparation 
and Planting weekends.  If you enjoy working with your hands, 
playing in dirt, or simply like the camaraderie of friends, come out 
and join us.  The garden preparation date is Saturday, April 11th, 
at 9:00 AM and the garden’s first planting is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 18th, at 9:00 AM (rain date April 25th).  No 
experience necessary! 
Feel free to reach out to Jim Mack at jimmack203@gmail.com or 
Steve Weidner at steveusamail@duck.com for more information. 

mailto:jimmack203@gmail.com
mailto:steveusamail@duck.com
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Prayer Requests 

Military:  Shawn Dietz, Kevin Dugan, Jason Bernhard, Craig 
Geiser, Patrick Mathias, Steven Kane, William Zearfoss, Will 
Wilson V, Milton Jack Repa, Kyle Woods, Danny Foust 
Peace for violence in our area and nationally 
Keeley Staples Logan Conley Katy Mahon-Miller 
Luann Hanley William Trotter Kathy Kane 
Maxwell Girard Pat Fryer Jean Renninger 
Pr. Kork Moyer Julia Hauck Tony Mancini 
Raul Castro Amy LeVan Jeffrey Kunsch 
Wilma Lahr Melissa Mary Lou 
Doug Weaver Dorothy Bingaman Emily Ocelus 
Eric & Wendy Hess Sue Care Deb Matthews 
Marceline Anne Eshleman Daniel Johnson 
Chris Fatzinger Pena family Kim Frain 
Jen Perez Frank D. Pam Helfrich 
Barb & Tom Faust Andy Van Dyke Janet 
Pam Abbott Holli Muffler Louise Karns 
Pr. Jennifer Phelps Verdie Smith Helen Foulke 
Carla Hausmann Joan Price Ralph Borneman 
Lucille Powell Joan Scheffey Chuck Beck 
Rich Freed Joe Joe 
Casey Flack Penny Frymoyer David Helfrich, Sr. 
Tara Hauck Hazel LeVan David Gottshall 
Paul Knauer Suzanne Dodge Dave Pollock 
Julia Ghazi Ray Feick Steve Morriss 
Jennifer, Brendt, Declan & Conor Budnick Vicki Mutter 
Carol Feick Alice Nester Linda Adams 
Donna Day John Sander, Candis Peto, Yvonne Peto 
Dennis and Sandy Rothermel Janet Linskey 
James Dawson 
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The New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2941 Lutheran Road 
Gilbertsville, PA  19525 
Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri., 9 AM – 2 PM 
Call 610-326-1335 for an appointment 

Contact Information 
Council 
council@newhanoverlutheran.org 

Staff 
Vicar Nikki Young 
nikki.young@newhanoverlutheran.org 
Church Office Manager Susan Gutshall 
susan.gutshall@newhanoverlutheran.org 
Director of Music Ministry Patricia Nyce 
patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org 
Grace and KFC Band Director Lindsey Waltermyer 
goldielw@gmail.com 
Handbell Choir Director Barbara Eisenhart 
eisenbarb@aol.com 
Sexton Jen Boyer 
jcboyer0408@gmail.com 
Bookkeeper Dorothy Brower 
bookkeeper@newhanoverlutheran.org 
Cemetery Caretaker Norm Hunsberger 
nhunsberger29@gmail.com 

Ministries 
Food Ministry Director Chris Fatzinger 
Cfatzinger@chris-cooks.com 
Sunshine Learning Center Educational Director Jena Marinelli 
jena.marinelli@sunshinelc.org 
Peer Support Recovery Ministry Team 
peersupport@newhanoverlutheran.org 

mailto:council@newhanoverlutheran.org
about:blank
mailto:patricia.nyce@newhanoverlutheran.org
mailto:jcboyer0408@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:peersupport@newhanoverlutheran.org


 

“Lift High the Cross” Text:  George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-
1956.  Music:  CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947.  Text and music © 1974 Hope 
Publishing Co. All rights reserved.  Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License  
#A-701229. 
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The Heart Of Worship
(as published by Worship Together)

Words and Music by
Matt Redman

CCLI Song # 2296522
© 1999 Thankyou Music Ltd

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2329082
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The Heart Of Worship - 2



 

“Where Charity and Love Prevail” Text:  Latin hymn, 9th cent; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, 
alt.  Music:  TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842.  Text © 1960 World Library 
Publications, a division of GIA Publications, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted and streamed 
with permission under One License  #A-701229. 


