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Soup-er Bowl Open Enrollment Faith Night/Hockey 

Lent is coming! 
In addition to our regular Sunday morning worship services, NHELC 

(New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church) is offering the following 

worship opportunities for the season. 

Ash Wednesday 
February 18th 

Worship at noon and 7:00 PM 

Lenten Dinners and Worship 
February 25th, March 4rh, 11th, 18th, and 25th 

Dinner at 5:30 PM 

Worship at 6:30 PM, Holden Evening Prayer service 

Soup-er Bowl Sunday 
February 8

th
 

The Picnic Grove Committee wants to help you enjoy the Super Bowl by 

providing delicious, homemade soup for you to enjoy before, during and 

after the game.  Beef vegetable, chicken pot pie and chili will be available 

in the Fellowship Hall following the 9:00 AM church service.  The sug-

gested donation is $9/quart.  All three choices can be frozen in their con-

tainer for future enjoyment. 

Mid-winter Encouragement 

February can feel long and 

cold… but God’s love is warm 

and steady. 

“The steadfast love of the Lord 

never ceases.” 

(Lamentations 3:22, ESV).  
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Flutter  

Lock-in 

The next Flutter youth event is a lock-in at the 

church beginning on Saturday, February 7th, at 

7:00 PM through Sunday, February 8th, in time for 

worship.  (KFC - Kids for Christ - will be leading 

the praise songs that morning also!)  An email to 

the youth with more details about this event will 

be sent closer to the date. 

Open enrollment 

begins 

New Hanover Sunshine Learning Center is excit-

ed to open enrollment to the members of New 

Hanover Lutheran Church beginning Tuesday, 

February 3rd, prior to opening enrollment to the 

public on Monday, February 16th.  We will be 

serving students next year from one-year-olds (as 

of September 1, 2026) through five-year-olds.  

Sunshine Learning Center has two open houses 

scheduled on Tuesday, February 3rd, from 5:00 – 

7:00 PM and Thursday, February 5th, from 1:00 – 

4:00 PM for those interested in our early child-

hood program.  Also, individual tours may be 

scheduled on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 

1:00 – 4:30 PM.  Contact Stephanie Houck at di-

rectornhslc@gmail.com or call 610-323-9435 for 

more information and to sign up. 

Scout Sunday 
February 8

th
 

Come and celebrate NHELC’s scouting program.  

Members of Cub Scout Pack 367 and Scouts BSA 

Troop 367 will assist with the worship service at 

9:00 AM. 

Fastnacht Social 
February 15

th
, 10:15 AM 

You don’t want to miss this church favorite event!  

Stay after worship and enjoy entertainment and 

Fastnachts. 

It’s not too late to sign up for the talent show.  

Contact Vicar Nikki Young or Patricia Nyce to 

showcase your talent. 

Delight in an action-packed evening 

Go to Reading Royals Hockey Game 
March 14

th
, 7:00 PM 

Flutter (Faith, Love, Unity, Teaching, Together-

ness, Elevate, Relate) youth group is going to a 

Reading Royals game and all are welcome to join 

them!  March 14th is a Faith and Family night at 

the Reading Royals.  The cost is $20 per person 

and all attendees will receive a hat.  If NHELC has 

a group of at least 20 participants, we can partici-

pate in a group photo on the ice after the game.  

Also, we will take part in a Question-and-Answer 

session with the Reading Royals Chaplain Dolph.  

Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-61827905-

reading.  Vicar Nikki will be in touch for pay-

ments. 

Make a note 
Town Hall Meeting 

Sunday, February 1st, 10:15 AM 

Wednesday, February 4th, 6:30 PM 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, February 8th, 10:00 AM 

Sunday, February 22nd, 10:00 AM 

mailto:directornhslc@gmail.com
mailto:directornhslc@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-61827905-reading
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-61827905-reading
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4EAFAC2CAAF4C16-61827905-reading


Breakfast Fellowship 

Women’s Breakfast 
Wednesday, February 11th, 8:30 AM 

Shorty’s Sunflower Café 

1494 North Charlotte Street 

Women meet on the second Wednesday of the 

month.  Reservations are required.  To reserve your 

seat, contact Lynn Fegley at 484-300-6281 by 

Tuesday noon before the breakfast. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, February 14th, 8:00 AM 

Brookside Family Restaurant 

1338 North Charlotte Street 

Men meet the second Saturday of the month.  No 

reservations required.  For more information, con-

tact Ron Fegley at 484-300-3025. 

Council Corner 

Here are highlights from the January 15th Council meeting. 

➢ Finance is closing out the 2025 Annual Budget 

against actuals.  Due to the early Council meet-

ing in January the Finance Committee has not 

fully completed the 2025 year-end financials.  

Year-end 2025 financials will be reviewed and 

discussed at the February Council meeting. 

➢ The approved 2026 General Fund budget is a 

deficit budget of ~$90,000.  The deficit will 

vary depending on the timing of a new Senior 

Pastor and the compensation package.  In order 

to eliminate the deficit, provide for timely be-

nevolence payments, continue programs, and 

maintain our staff the Council is strongly en-

couraging each giving unit to increase giving 

to the extent possible by 20%.  On average 

across all giving units this equates to $7/week, 

$30/month, or $361/year.  Please consider your 

giving in 2026.  Thank you for your continued 

support! 

➢ The Council will hold a “Coffee with the 

Council” open informational session on March 

22nd immediately following the 9AM worship 

service in the Fellowship Hall.  NHELC has a 

lot of activity and projects moving forward in 

2026 and the Council would like to continue 

sharing information, listen to feedback, and 

answer questions.  Plan to grab a cup of coffee 

and join the conversation. 

➢ The Council approved a compensation package 

for Nikki Young starting January 1, 2026 (as 

part of the 2026 Proposed Budget).  Nikki will 

be our Vicar and part-time Director of Chil-

dren, Youth, and Family Ministry until a Sen-

ior pastor is called.  We are blessed to have 

Nikki as part of our transition between Senior 

Pastors to help maintain continuity of our wor-

ship and ministries. 

➢ The Synod has assigned Vice-Pastor Mark 

Singh-Hueter from Advent Lutheran in Har-

leysville to NHELC.  Pastor Mark will support 

Vicar Nikki on an as needed basis.  Pastor 

Mark will also oversee Nikki’s Internship as 

part of her seminary journey. 

➢ The Transition Committee has completed and 

submitted the NHELC Ministry Site Profile to 

the Synod, which now opens us up to receive 

candidates for the Senior Pastor role. 

➢ The Property Committee is overseeing a 

HVAC project to replace the 35-year-old air-

conditioning system that services the Sanctuary 

and Fellowship Hall.  The total cost is estimat-
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cated to the Church Office Manager.  Susan 

Gutshall, NHELC office manager, manages the 

master calendar for all activity and facility use 

to support minimizing conflicts.  Committees 

and boards - please be sure to notify Susan of 

all activities planned at the church.  This is es-

pecially important during the Sunshine Learn-

ing Center renovation process. 

➢ If you unlock a door for church access, lock the 

door behind you.  Doors have been left open 

causing a security risk. 

➢ Giving/offering envelopes - if you do not need 

offering envelopes please see Scott Geiser or 

Susan Gutshall (Simply Giving, other electron-

ic giving). 

The next Council meeting (open to all members) is 

scheduled for February 19, 2026 at 6:30 PM. 

ed at $80,000.  The Capital Campaign funds 

will partially cover the expense.  Watch for a 

campaign announcement to request additional 

capital funds for this much-needed project. 

➢ The Council approved an organ remediation 

project (the organ is 40 years old this year!).  

All funds to support this project are being pro-

vided in a directed manner by an anonymous 

donor. 

➢ Councilmember nomination cycle for the 2026 

Council are now open.  If you have an interest 

in serving as a Councilmember please talk to 

any current Councilmember for information.  

The due date for nominations is February 19.  

The current 2025 Council has nine Coun-

cilmembers out of twelve expected positions. 

➢ All meeting and event requests by committees, 

members or non-members are to be communi-

When life gets out of control 

In September 2024, a North Dakota teen’s car mal-

functioned, becoming unstoppable and reaching 

113 miles per hour.  For 40 minutes, 18-year-old 

Sam navigated a bridge into Minnesota, intersec-

tions with train tracks and highways, small towns 

and — almost — the road’s dead end. 

But after Sam called his mom and 911, multiple 

first responders gathered. Police drove near him, 

staying on the phone and calmly asking about the 

accelerator, emergency brake and remaining gas.  

Ambulance crews were ready.  The highway patrol 

laid speed sticks to puncture the tires (it didn’t 

work) and cleared intersections ahead of the runa-

way vehicle.  All the while, Sam’s mom prayed.  

Finally, an officer sped ahead so Sam could run 

into his squad car, bringing his own to a halt. 

Not making light of what could have turned tragic, 

sometimes our lives get out of control too.  We 

speed through work, school, relationships, parent-

ing — trying to accomplish, achieve and gain faster 

than others.  We cram as much in each day as pos-

sible, seemingly unable to slow down.  The harried 

pace can endanger our physical, mental and spiritu-

al health. 

Often, we’re “saved” only as people who care 

come alongside us to help.  Perhaps family mem-

bers express concern, professionals suggest reme-

dies, loved ones pray for us.  Finally, when all we 

can do is crash into the loving care of God, we 

come to rest.  It may take time to recover emotion-

ally, to dare get back “behind the wheel,” to trust 

life to carry us at a safe speed again.  But thanks be 

to God for placing support systems around us when 

we need them most. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 
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February 6
th
 

Bill Morrison 

Celebrates his 90
th
 birthday 

695 Main Street Apt. 218 

Harleysville, PA  19438 

 1 Cathy Crowther, Nathan Domenick, Kathy 

Jo Hoffman 

 2 Kyle Trout, Michael Urbassik 

 3 Charlene Forsyth, Pat Fryer 

 5 Michael Artim, Vicki Beaver, Lois Biehl, 

Taylor Pell 

 7 Bill Borneman, Lauren Haraske 

 8 Jillian Grzywacz, Adelina Hubley, Charlotte 

Moser, Jacob Moylan 

 9 Taylor Capone, Richard Garcia, Madison 

Shellenberger 

 10 Brooke Hedrick, Ethan Kunsch, Amy Sauers, 

Alexis Urbassik 

 11 Patricia Buchanan, Christopher Wiley 

 12 Gwenn Johnson, Austin Weidner 

 13 Corrine Bartholomew, Graham Herold 

 14 Ally Davis 

 15 Aidan Brunner 

 16 Zach Quigley, Chris Reinke 

 17 Doug Taylor 

 18 Matt Davis, Raymond Hibbs, Stacey  

Rothermel 

 21 Angela Ehling, Christine McNichol 

 23 Julie Frederick, Katie Hennessey, Carlie 

Schweizer 

 24 Harry Grant, Ava Hubley, Pam Law, Janet 

Leas, Hadley Mornhineway, Wyatt Wurst 

 25 Parker Bealer 

 26 Sullivan Miller, Romy Mulvihill, Darlene 

Smith 

 27 Russell Biehl 

 28 Bethann Ritter 

Anniversaries 
 1 Ndabezinhle Masuku & Christina Deredza 

  Ronald and Anita Rath 

 13 Marty and Kelly Hauser 

 27 Zach and Hayley Quigley 
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Also Celebrating a Birthday in February 

February Celebrations 

Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to Bill Morrison and Louise Karns, who will be celebrating 

birthdays in February.  If you would like to send birthday greetings to Bill and 

Louise, here are their addresses. 

February 27
th
 

Louise Karns 

Celebrates her 95
th
 birthday 

846 Oak Crest Road 

Pottstown, PA  19464-2816 

Stop, Look and Listen 
Why should we observe Lent? 

We observe Lent because it causes us to STOP.  

Lent says, “Stop and rest awhile.”  Lent says, “Stop 

doing wrong.” 

We observe Lent because it tells us to LOOK.  Look 

inward for an honest self-examination.  Look up-

ward to see the cross of Christ with healing and love.  

Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection. 

We observe Lent because it tells us to LISTEN.  

Listen to the words of Christ.  Listen to the voice 

of God.  Listen to the winds of the Spirit of God. 

Stop, look and listen.  These three words are im-

portant for our safety in travel, but they may also 

be helpful for our journey through the days of 

Lent. 



Edward Becker, treasurer Jim Mack 

Monique Becker, secretary Yvonne Peto 

Scott Geiser, financial secretary Todd Rothermel, president 

Marty Hauser, vice-president Andy Van Dyke 

Nikki Young, vicar 

Let’s keep in touch 

The New Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2941 Lutheran Road 

Gilbertsville, PA  19525 

610-326-1335 Office Hours 

www.newhanoverlutheran.org Monday – Friday, 9 AM – 2 PM 

facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch Call for an appointment. 

Welcome Statement 
You are always welcome at New Hanover Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church.  We are a growing com-

munity of believers in Jesus Christ, rooted in 

God’s love and guided by Christ’s example.  We 

strive to reach out with compassion, offering a 

place where you can grow in faith, experience 

God’s grace and feel safe and celebrated.  At New 

Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church, we want 

you to gather with us at our table.  Rooted in our 

Lutheran faith and belief that we are all children of 

God and made in God’s image, we welcome all 

people with dignity and love. 

In Romans 15:7, Paul writes, “Accept one another, 

then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

praise to God.” 

By this belief, we are committed to intentionally 

following Jesus’ example of unconditional hospi-

tality, love and justice.  Here, you are not only in-

cluded, you are respected.  We affirm and value 

people of all races, ethnicities, sexual orientations, 

gender identities, gender expressions, cultures, ag-

es, abilities, body sizes, relationship statuses and 

economic or immigration statuses.  We are com-

mitted to the ongoing work toward racial equity 

and inclusion in all we do.  You are invited to fully 

participate in our worship, sacraments, leadership 

positions, gatherings, and ministries.  In our identi-

ties, we are united by the common faith we hold, 

and recognize we each offer unique gifts and per-

spectives.  We believe that this transforms lives 

and deepens the faith of our com-

munity. 

Christ’s door is open to all, so is 

ours. 

Council 

Council meets the third  

Thursday of each month  

at 6:30 PM. 

Meetings are open  

to all members. 
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Dear New Hanover Lutheran Church Members, 
 
Thank you for considering New Hanover Sunshine Learning Center for your child’s early education.  
We are so happy to announce that Grace Early Learning Center will be relocating to Sunshine 
Learning Center for the upcoming 2026/2027 school year. The current staff at GELC look forward to 
continuing to offer the same high-quality program that we have offered in our Pottstown location. 
 
Some highlights of our program are working to develop the whole child through academics, 
socialization, gross and fine motor activities, spiritual and exploration activities using the PA Early 
Learning Standards.  We welcome parent involvement through school wide activities and classroom 
activities.  Sunshine Learning Center will offer gym and music classes once a month included in the 
tuition price. All our staff will be moving from a PA Keystone Star 4 center offering our children the 
highest quality of care and staff in PA.  
 
We will continue to offer care for children ages 1-5. Part-time classes will be available for 1 yr.-3 yr. 
classes during the hours of 9:00-11:30. PreK classes will be offered from 9:00AM-12:00PM, MWF or 
Monday-Friday. All age groups will also be offered a Mon./Wed./Fri. option or Monday-Friday from 
9:00AM- 3:00PM. Each class can also be a three day or five-day full-time option.   Our school is open 
from 6:30 AM-5:00 PM. For the convenience of our families, snacks are included for all morning and 
full day programs at the early learning center. Lunch is also available for our 9-3 and full day students 
provided by Kremmer’s Food Service.  

 
Enrollment is open until all spots are filled.  This year all reregistration for current students will be done 
online. The registration is $65.00 for the first child, and $30.00 for the second child. The registration 
fee is non-refundable. Please complete registration and payment for your child online as soon as 
possible to secure the class days and times that are needed for your child.  If you are doing 5 half 
days, it will be necessary to select both M/W/F and T/H as the registration option.  
 
Registration will open early on Feb. 3rd to our New Hanover Lutheran Church families for the Fall of 
2026 enrollment. Registration will open to the public on Feb. 15th.    All student health forms need to be 
filed by August 25, 2026.. Please note your child cannot attend school without a health form on 
file.  If you have your child’s health form completed at the time of registration, a new health form will 
be needed 1 year from the date of completion.  
 
The registration link is below: 
 
Click to register at Sunshine Learning Center 
Click to register any additional Siblings at Sunshine Learning Center 

If you have any questions about our program or the registration process, please 
email directornhslc@gmail.com or call 610-323-9435 for additional information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Stephanie Houck 
Director of GELC @Sunshine Learning Center 

 

NEW HANOVER  SUNSHINE LEARNING CENTER   
INCLUDING   

GRACE EARLY LEARNING CENTER POTTSTOWN 
 2941 Lutheran Rd., Gilbertsville, PA 19525 

                                           610-850-6560 

https://schools.procareconnect.com/form/0a32148c-c2a2-4d06-9fdf-0811d0711cfe
https://schools.procareconnect.com/form/412299fb-6a76-4fa5-8c75-369ad53db846
https://schools.procareconnect.com/form/412299fb-6a76-4fa5-8c75-369ad53db846







