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Meet Pastor Lydia
Posselt

At the congregational meeting on
Sunday, October 25", members voted
to extend a call to Pastor Lydia Posselt
to serve as the new pastor. Pastor
Lydia accepted the call and will serve
The New Hanover Evangelical
Lutheran Church (NHELC) beginning
in January. Her anticipated starting
date is January 20, 2027, with the first
service date on Sunday, January 24,

View on Faith

Pastor Lydia believes God works
through each of us, imperfections and
all. As she puts it, “God uses our perfectly imperfect selves to do
God’s work in the world.” She sees ministry as an opportunity to
walk alongside people as they navigate life’s challenges, discover
their gifts and discern where God is leading them.

A central theme in her preaching is “Your story is a part of God’s
Story.” She enjoys connecting familiar Bible stories with our
everyday lives, reminding us that even when we cannot see how
our own stories will unfold, we can trust God’s promise of new life
through Jesus.

Furthermore, Pastor Lydia emphasizes Jesus is with us through
every challenge and God continues to do new things, often in
unexpected ways. Although change can be uncomfortable, we are
invited to recognize God’s presence, share the good news and
participate in what God is doing in our congregation and
community.

Pastor Lydia values congregations as places of belonging,
connection, and service—welcoming people with diverse
backgrounds and experiences as they grow in faith together. Her
approach invites us to listen to one another, recognize God’s work
in our lives, and follow the way of Jesus together.



Experience

Pastor Lydia brings nearly 15 years of ordained
ministry experience and a deep love of the Lutheran
tradition. She currently serves as Associate Pastor
for Evangelism and Mission at Emmanuel Lutheran
Church in Vienna, Virginia, and has previously
served congregations in New Jersey and the
Philadelphia area.

A lifelong Lutheran, Pastor Lydia grew up on a
family-run dairy farm in rural Wisconsin, now five
generations strong. Her home congregation
nurtured her faith and gave her a lasting sense of
belonging—something she hopes to foster in others.
She earned a degree in English and Writing from
Wartburg College in lowa and a Master of Divinity
from Luther Seminary. Her experiences as a
Lutheran Bible camp counselor and with college
students helped shape her call to ministry.

Family and Interests

e =P Outside of
ministry, Pastor
Lydia, her husband
Josh, and daughter
Geneva enjoy
spending time
outdoors and
traveling to visit
family. Also, she
loves reading Jane Austen and fantasy novels and
binge-watching baking shows!

We look forward to a new year and a new beginning
when Pastor Lydia and her family will join us in
ministry at NHELC.

This year, the annual Advent Social will be held
directly after the church service. Join in the
seasonal activities include making crafts, playing
games and decorating cookies. Also, we will make
bags and cards for NHELC homebound members’
December bags. Snacks will be served.

Bring a donation of personal care items such as
tissues, toothpaste, individual packaged

Advent Social
Sunday, December 13", 10:15 AM

LEGO Bingo

To Benefit the National Youth
Gathering Trip

Please note: This is a ticketed event!

Come one and come all to our LEGO Bingo on
Saturday, November 7%, at Sassamansville Fire
Company - 1865 Hoffmansville Road.

4:00 Doors open

4:30-6:00 Kitchen open for food

5:30 Start selling bingo packages
6:30 Bingo begins

Tickets are $30 for 20 games. There will be a
blackout bingo, raffles and 50/50, all to support our
youth. Tickets will be sold in the welcome center
or contact the church office. Also, watch for flyers
to distribute as well. Come out for fun and to
support our youth on this great trip!

QQ\")»** ,*,‘4— ’&,
Garden of Hope
is closing

for the Season
Saturday, November 7", 9 AM

Can you help? Come and bring your family and
friends. Children are welcome too. No experience
necessary.

QQ\")»** ,*,‘4— ’&,

toothbrushes, Chapstick, lotion, individually
wrapped snacks, etc. to be put in the homebound
members’ December senior bags. There is a paper
sign-up sheet on the desk in the welcome center.
Watch for a sign-up genius if you’d like to sign up
online. Sign up by Sunday, December 6', to help
with planning for this event.



- WORSHIP SERVICE

Give thanks to the Lord,
for He *i’s good!

Wednesday, November 25
7:00 PM

New Hanover Lutheran Church
2941 Lutheran Road, Gilbertsville, Pa.

> Community Choir
Z Rehearsal at 6:00 PM

Please contact Director of Music, Patricia Nyce

at patricia.nyce@newhanoverluthern.org
to register to sing with the choir.

& ’A[[Smgers Are Welcomebv

We wzll be singing

I\ S8 “Give ThankstotheLord”

by Mark Patterson.




HYMN SPOTLIGHT

Songs of Thanksgiving

Some of the hymns we love have fascinating stories behind them! This month, we’re taking a closer look at two
songs that we faithfully sing each year in November that remind us to gather, give thanks, and recognize
God’s blessings.

When you hear, “We Gather Together,” you might immediately think of Thanksgiving—and for good reason!

This beloved hymn began in the Netherlands in the late 1500s, during a time of struggle and persecution. Its
message was one of courage and trust in God. Centuries later, it became a favorite Thanksgiving hymn in
American churches.

Listen for this:
“We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing...”
The words remind us that we don’t gather simply because life is easy. We gather because God is faithful

through every season.

Here’s another hymn that celebrates God’s goodness!

Written by Fred Pratt Green in 1970, “For the Fruit of All Creation” gives thanks for the harvest, the
changing seasons, and the work of our hands. But there’s more to it than Thanksgiving for a good meal!

The hymn encourages us to recognize God’s gifts—and then share those gifts with others.

Listen for this:
“For the fruits of this creation, thanks be to God.”

So, as we near the Thanksgiving holiday, listen a little differently. Behind these familiar melodies are powerful
reminders:
WE GATHER.
WE GIVE THANKS.
WE RECEIVE.
WE SHARE.

And through it all, God is faithful.

Don’t Let It Get Under Your Skin

Holidays are meant to bring joy, yet they can easily become stressful. A careless comment, an unmet
expectation or a simple misunderstanding may lead to hurt feelings and family tension. Before long, a small
disagreement can grow into an argument that overshadows the celebration.

In moments like these, remember the wise teacher who chose to let slights and insults pass. He explained, “I
have only one skin, and it covers me very well. I don’t let anyone else get under it.”

This holiday season, choose patience, extend grace and protect the peace around your table.
4



November Breakfast Gathering

With the hustle of the holiday season approaching, now is a great time to take a break
and enjoy a relaxing breakfast and fellowship with church family.

Women’s Breakfast
Wednesday, November 11t%, 8:30 AM
Shorty’s Sunflower Café

1494 North Charlotte Street

Women meet on the second Wednesday of the
month. Reservations are required. To reserve your
seat, contact Lynn Fegley at 484-300-6281 by
Tuesday noon before the breakfast. Don’t forget,
men are invited too.

God on Tap

Thursday, November 5t
6:00 PM

God on Tap meets at the Main St. Pub in Bally for
dinner, drinks and discussion of a Christian topic.
The discussion subject for November will be,
“Thanksgiving is around the corner. With regard to
our church, I am thankful that .” Be prepared
to elaborate. For more information and to RSVP,
contact Randy Dotterer via email at
rdptw6489@gmail.com or text at 610-306-0621 by
noon on November 5.
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Thrivent Action
Teams and Choice
Dollars

Do you have a Thrivent Account? Did you know
that Thrivent offers up to two action teams each
year to their members? If you have not used them
yet, talk to Vicar Nikki about some ideas on how
NHELC can use some action teams to help benefit
our programs and ministry. There is still time
before the end of this year!

Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, November 14", 8:00 AM
Brookside Family Restaurant

1338 North Charlotte Street

The men meet the second Saturday of the month at
Brookside Family Restaurant. Come out for good
food and friendly conversation. No registration is
required. Any questions, contact Ron Fegley at
484-300-3025.

Team up with
Thrivent for
Giving Tuesday!

NHELC is teaming up with Thrivent for Giving
Tuesday!

Thrivent believes money is a tool, not a goal.
That’s why they’re committing $3 million to
support organizations like NHELC through their
Giving Tuesday initiative. When you donate today
through Thrivent’s giving platform, they’ll boost
your gift so it can do even more for our ministries.
Donate today: https://choice-org-
search.apps.thrivent.com/details/100244101269.
While you are on the website, you can check if you
have any Choice Dollars available to donate.

Food Ministry
heeds turkeys

Can you help the Loaves & Fishes ministry
provide a Thanksgiving Day meal to its
recipients? Chef Chris is looking for turkey
donations. Bring a turkey to the kitchen on
Wednesday or Sunday, 9:00 — 10:00 AM now
through Sunday, November 22",
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Letter from Vicar

Dear Church Family,

As November arrives, we are reminded of the many
blessings in our lives and the faithfulness of God
through every season. Thanksgiving invites us to
pause and recognize God’s goodness, but gratitude
is more than a single day or holiday. It is a way of
living out our faith.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Paul encourages us to
“give thanks in all circumstances.” Even when life
is difficult, we trust that God is present, offering
grace, hope, and strength. As a community of faith,
we have much to be thankful for, especially the
ways we care for one another and share God’s love
with our neighbors.

This month, I want to offer a special word of thanks
to Chef Chris Fratzinger, who is retiring from his
work with our food ministry. Through his
dedication, hard work, and faithful service, Chris
has helped make this ministry a place where people
experience not only nourishment, but also care,
compassion, and community. We are deeply
grateful for all he has given and the difference he
has made in so many lives. Thank you, Chris, and
blessings as you begin this next chapter! Also,
thank you to Robin Fratzinger for all of her

coordination efforts that supported the food ministry

as she is retiring from that position as well.

As we look toward Advent, may we continue to put
our gratitude into action through generosity,
kindness, and service. May our thanksgiving be
more than words, but a reflection of God’s love at
work through us.

With gratitude and blessings,

Vicar Nikki Young
Time to order
poinsettias

Help decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias this
Christmas Eve. Order forms are included with this
newsletter. Deadline to order is November 22",

»+ Fellowship
%  honors
* Chef Chris

Sunday, November 22"

The Fellowship Committee is hosting a fellowship
hour following the worship service to honor and
thank Chef Chris Fatzinger for his service through
the Loaves and Fishes Food Ministry.

Support Phoenix
Prison with their
prayer requests

During the Sunday church service at Phoenix, a
time is provided for the men to write a prayer
request. These prayers are then sent to the Rev.
Gates to be shared among many churches and
individuals. You can support the inmates by
praying their prayer requests.

T Pray for my family and friends that need to find
the Lord and that I can speak to them and get
them to see how good God is and how He will
change all our lives for the better. — C. M.

T Pray for the sick, mental to get better and help
each other. Pray for the people in this world.
“Trust Jesus” always.

1 I pray for peace on earth and for my brothers
here and for their families. Thank you Lord, for
waking me up for another day to show your love
to people. Amen.

1 I would like to send out a prayer to the hopeless
people on the streets. The weather is getting
colder and we don’t want them to freeze. - John

“LIVE IN THE WORLD AS IF ONLY GOD AND YOUR SOUL
WERE IN IT; THEN YOUR HEART WILL NEVER BE
MADE CAPTIVE BY ANY EARTHLY THING.”

—John of the Cross



Book Club meets
Tuesday, December 1%, 6:30 PM

The NHELC Book Club is reading “Like
Mother, Like Mother” by Susan Rieger.
You are invited to join the club for dinner
« » and book discussion at the WQ Diner in
i Pottstown. Any questions about the
book club, contact Sharon Tracey at
LBD36@aol.com.

Ve &

Fun and fellowship
opportunities

I Christmas Pageant

December 6™

Fundraiser for National Youth Gathering
December 12

I Breakfast with Santa

Sunshine Learning Center

Sunshine Learning
Center has been
enjoying this beautiful
fall season. Our
students have been
enjoying playing
outside on the outdoor
playground daily.
During the month of
October, NHSLC had a
visit from New Hanover Fire Company for our Fire
Prevention week. The local volunteers brought a
rescue fire truck here so our students could learn
about what equipment is on a fire truck. The
children were able to
walk through the fire
truck cabin to see
where the fire fighters
sit. The firefighters
also came into our
three- and four-year-
old classes and did a
presentation about
staying safe from fires
in our homes.

We took a school-wide field trip to Arader Farms on
Monday, October 19%, for our families-toddler to
pre-kindergarten families. Families participated in
a Honeybee Hayland play area, an animal viewing
area, a hayride, pumpkin decorating, and a snack.

Several of our staff participated in the New Hanover
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 24™, with

trunks full of goodies. This was a fun community
event. At the end of the month our students
celebrated Halloween with a costume parade for our
families and Halloween parties, too. October was
bursting with many fun fall festivities here at

Sunshine Learning Center! =

Hoagie Sale

In November, New Hanover Sunshine Learning
Center (NHSLC) is having a Moyer’s hoagie sale to
support our continued outdoor playground
installation and playground equipment. Hoagie sale
flyers and order forms are available in the Welcome
Center for any New Hanover Church member who
may be interested in supporting this sale. Also, for
your convenience, a flyer and order form are
included with this newsletter. All hoagie orders
must be in by Thursday, November 12, including
the order form and payment. Hoagies will be
delivered on Friday, November 20™, and can be
picked up between 11:30 AM and 4:30 PM.

17 THNKS BE
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. Finance reported the total General Fund budget
deficit YTD as of September 30, 2026 was
$23,627.82 (August 30, 2026 reporting was
$8,297.00). Please make an effort to “catch up”
on your giving in 2026. Your efforts are
appreciated as the deficit is shrinking, however
we are not paying a full-time Pastor position at
this time, and the Council is managing expenses
below budget.

. Finance reported income and expenses as of
September 30, 2026 (75% of the year) -
congregational giving was 65.91% and expenses
were 58.12% of the approved 2026 budget.
Council is keeping expenses in check and in
alignment with the current giving percentage,
but giving is behind the congregation approved
budget expectations.

. The approved 2026 General Fund budget is a
deficit budget of ~$90,000. We are 75%
through 2026 and a deficit still exists. The
deficit will vary depending on the timing of a
new Pastor and the compensation package. In
order to eliminate the deficit, provide for timely
benevolence payments, continue programs,
maintain our staff, and call a new Pastor, the
Council is strongly encouraging each giving unit
to increase giving to the extent possible.

. The Finance Committee is preparing the 2027
Proposed Budget. All funds and committees
with budget line items should be preparing their
respective 2027 budgets and providing them to
the Finance Committee.

. The Council, in agreement with the
recommendation by the Call Committee, held a
special congregational meeting on Sunday,
October 18, to vote on extending a pastoral call
to Pastor Lydia Posselt. The vote was 80 votes
“yes” and 7 votes “no, meeting the required %
vote needed to proceed in the call process. If
Pastor Lydia accepts the call, she would start on
January 20, 2027.

Council Corner
Highlights from the October 15" meeting ey AL
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F. The Nomination Committee is looking for those

interested in serving on the Congregation
Council.

. The Property Committee has completed the

HVAC project to replace the 35-year-old air-
conditioning system that services the Sanctuary.
The Fellowship Hall air-conditioning system,
also 35 years old, is now completed as well.
The total cost is estimated at $80,000 (no
invoice provided yet by contractor). The
Capital Campaign funds are expected to cover
the expense. The Council is asking for directed
donations to the Capital Campaign fund to help
offset this capital expense.

. All meeting and event requests by committees,

members or non-members are to be
communicated to the Church Office Manager.
Susan Gutshall, NHELC office manager,
manages the master calendar for all activity and
facility use to support minimizing conflicts.
Committees and boards - please be sure to
notify Susan of all activities planned at the
church. This is especially important during the
Sunshine Learning Center renovation process.

During weekday hours when the Sunshine
Learning Center is open, building access in the
Learning Center wing is secured. Certain
clearances are required to access that part of the
building. Please schedule any access needs in
advance with Susan Gutshall. Escort is required
if access is needed without clearances.
Scheduling access is required with the Learning
Center Director.

If you unlock a door for church access, lock the
door behind you. Doors have been left open
causing a security risk.

. Giving/offering envelopes - if you are using an

electronic giving method (Simply Giving,
Tithely) and do not need offering envelopes
please contact Scott Geiser or Susan Gutshall.

. The next Council meeting (open to all members)

is scheduled for Thursday, November 19, 2026,
at 6:30 PM.



November Celebrations

Birthdays
Happy Birthday to the following ladies, who will
celebrate a 90+ birthday.

November 2"

Gladys Renninger
Celebrates her 92" birthday
2849 Big Road Apt. 4203
Zieglerville, PA 19492

November 4t

Jean Buckley

Celebrates her 96" birthday
2849 Big Road Apt. 4022
Zieglerville, PA 19492

November 12th

Doris Gross

Celebrates her 100" birthday
163 Eisenhower Drive
Boyertown, PA 19512

November 18th

Fay Feick

Celebrates her 93" birthday
2987 Lutheran Road
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

November 301"

Betty Hedrick

Celebrates her 97" birthday
537 Buchert Road
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

Also celebrating a birthday

1 Barbara Boys, Mary Lang, Jeff Wise

2 Adam Becker, Delores Eidle, Nathan Psota,
Shirley Renninger, John Scherer
Thom Heck, Paul Yanisko
Austin Holiday, Scott Repa
Madelyn Artim, Justin Green, Sheri Wenerowicz
William Dugan, Brandy Marino
Chance Allen, Jean Renninger
Wendy Helmer, Jared Miller, Tammi Wiley
Marty Hauser
Karen Rohrbach
Debra Black, Andrew Dodge, Rick Garcia,
Hannah Phillips, Olivia Wiley
14 Roxanne Hersh, Joshua Lynn
15 Kaylene Jackmore, Wendy Schiavo
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16 Skylar Harrington, Kelly Smale

17 Lyndsay Camp, Jenn Cavalari, Brooke
Dowlatow, Elizabeth Phillips, Miller Quigley,
Joan Scheffey, Jim Yochem

18 Janet Burkhart

20 Barbara Repa, Sharon Wise, Emma Wurst

21 Diane Laverty

22 Benjamin Helmer

23 Stephen Repa

24 Amy Hoffman, Rebecca Wabish

26 Robert Cavalari, Jr., Barbara Faust

28 Jan Bechtel, Kathy Borneman, Alyssa Dodge,
Jared Dubbs, Ethan Hauser, Sharon Tracey,
Aaron Wesner

29 Joseph Allen, Karalyn Forsyth

30 David Mayan

Anniversaries

2 Timothy and Amy Hoffman

11 Ronald and Suzanne Weller

12 Mike and Natalie Lindenmuth

13 Pat and Erica Lucas

16 George and Stacy Trowbridge

18 Scott and Georgann Geiser
Steve and Faye Weidner

19 Roger and Beth Yost

Trusting the unseen

A gardener planted two peony bulbs side by side. In
a few weeks, as expected, the first one poked a
single stem through the ground. The other would
soon follow, the gardener thought. But it didn't.
Many more weeks went by with no sign of life.

Then one day, to his surprise, not one but five leaf
points poked through the soil at once. When the
peony bloomed, its flowers were more beautiful and
numerous than those of the first bulb.

John Piper said, “In every situation God is doing a
thousand things that we cannot see and do not
know.” When God seems to have forgotten you and
hope fails, don’t despair. God is at work, and
someday you will see.



Let’s keep in touch

The New Hanover Evangelical

Lutheran Church
2941 Lutheran Road
Gilbertsville, PA 19525

610-326-1335
www.newhanoverlutheran.org
facebook.com/NewHanoverLutheranChurch

Office Hours
Monday — Friday, 9 AM — 2 PM
Call for an appointment.

]
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O give thanks to the Lord,
for he is good,
for his steadfast love
endures forever.

2026 Council

Edward Becker, treasurer

Monique Becker

Steve Eisenhart, secretary

Marty Hauser, vice-president

Jim Mack

Yvonne Peto

Todd Rothermel, president

Dee Singley

Andy Van Dyke, financial secretary
Nikki Young, vicar

Contact Council
council@newhanoverlutheran.org
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Statement

You are always welcome at New Hanover
Evangelical Lutheran Church. We are a growing
community of believers in Jesus Christ, rooted in
God’s love and guided by Christ’s example. We
strive to reach out with compassion, offering a place
where you can grow in faith, experience God’s
grace and feel safe and celebrated. At New
Hanover Evangelical Lutheran Church, we want
you to gather with us at our table. Rooted in our
Lutheran faith and belief that we are all children of
God and made in God’s image, we welcome all
people with dignity and love.

In Romans 15:7, Paul writes, “Accept one another,
then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring
praise to God.”

By this belief, we are committed to intentionally
following Jesus’ example of unconditional
hospitality, love and justice. Here, you are not only
included, you are respected. We affirm and value
people of all races, ethnicities, sexual orientations,
gender identities, gender expressions, cultures, ages,
abilities, body sizes, relationship statuses and
economic or immigration statuses. We are
committed to the ongoing work toward racial equity
and inclusion in all we do. You are invited to fully
participate in our worship, sacraments, leadership
positions, gatherings, and ministries. In our
identities, we are united by the common faith we
hold, and recognize we each offer unique gifts and
perspectives. We believe that this transforms lives
and deepens the faith of our community.

Christ’s door is open to all, so is ours.

W)

RECONCILING IN CHRIST

NHELC is a
Reconciling in Christ Church



Poinsettia Order Form
Orders due by November 22, 2026

Poinsettias will beautify the sanctuary for the Christmas Eve services. You can help by sponsoring poinsettias.
Indicate below how you desire the names to appear on the sponsor page in the bulletins. This form, along with
your payment, is due in the church office by Sunday, November 22, 2026.

(“In memory of” if deceased; “In honor of” if living” PLEASE PRINT

In memory/honor of: by
(Circle one)

In memory/honor of: by
(Circle one)

In memory/honor of: by
(Circle one)
Cost per 5-bloom, 6.5” potted plant is $10.00 Qty. @ $10.00=§

Place this form along with your payment in an envelope and return to the church office or place in the offering
plate. Make checks payable to NHELC. Order deadline is November 22, 2026.

(Check one)
I will pick up my poinsettia(s) Please deliver to a homebound member

Plants may be picked up after the 8:00 PM Christmas Eve service. If you are unable to pick up your plants
at that time, call or text Barbara Eisenhart at 610-316-5909.
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Sunshine
Learning Center
Hoagie Sale

Support our learners with every bite

We are excited to announce our Sunshine Learning Center November
fundraiser will be Moyer’s Hoagie sale! Want a quick dinner for Fri. Nov. 20*"?
Sunshine Learning Center can help you! We will be selling Italian, Ham, and
Turkey hoagies. All hoagies come with cheese, lettuce and tomatoes with a /
choice of onions or no onions. Custom orders will not be available. Hoagies /
will be ready for pick up between 11:30 AM and 4:30PM. Please make checks

payable to New Hanover Sunshine Learning Center. All orders are due no
later than Thurs. Nov. 12", Please drop in the offering plate in an envelope

marked Sunshine Hoagie Sale. All proceeds from this hoagie sale will be used
for additonal playground improvements.




Italian

Italian NO O

Ham

Hoagie Sale Hoagies delivered on Fri. Nov. 20th 10 inch hoagie @ $7.00
Customer Name Italian Italian NO Onions Ham Ham NO Onions Turkey  [TurkeyNO Onions Pepper pkg. | TOTAL HOAGIES | $ AMT. Due
Please give your orders (totals only) to:  |Sunshine Learning Center Office by Nov. 12th
OR Cut here and return bottom to person listed above.
Seller's Name: Seller's Phone #
Ham NO O Turkey Turkey NO O Pepper pkg | Total Hoagies S AMT. DUE

Totals Italian, Ham & Turkey
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